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Hearst Magazines Selects GMG ColorProof Certified Color Proofing System
New software enables publisher to dial in accurately and consistently to any color target, saving
time and money on production and printer makereadies
Hingham, MA USA (January 22, 2008) - GMG Americas, the US office of Germany-based GMG,
supplier of high-end color management and proofing solutions, has announced that Hearst
Magazines, Manhattan, a unit of Hearst Corporation, has installed GMG's award-winning
ColorProof proofing solution to boost the accuracy and consistency of its color proofing workflow
for editorial pages.
Most of Hearst's 19 U.S. magazines (including Cosmopolitan, Esquire, Harper's BAZAAR, O,
House Beautiful, Town & Country and others) have their own production departments, as well as
a digital imaging specialist who performs color corrections and scanning. Page layouts and
internal proofs are also performed by these magazines. Completed pages are sent to Hearst's
central prepress department, where they are trapped, preflighted, double-checked, reproofed
using GMG ColorProof, and sent to the printer.
GMG ColorProof, a color management software system, provides the most accurate way of
calibrating digital inkjet proofing engines to produce digital contract color proofs, precisely
matched to the printing press. It contains a variety of professional tools and output modules for a
wide range of output devices and can be calibrated against all standard color charts using a
spectrophotometer. GMG ColorProof supports all currently available spot color systems, including
the recent Pantone Goe, and is compatible with standard ICC profiles, which can be combined
with GMG device link profiles.
Internal Consistency, Reduced Cycle Time The need for consistency was the primary reason
Hearst sought a new color management and proofing solution. Because the company operates
no less than 26 individual proofing systems, "Trying to get everyone on the same page was
important," says Michael Patrissi, Color & Quality Assurance Analyst, who reports that the
magazines are happier with what they're getting on the proof because they now have the
reasonable expectation of a good match when they go to press. "Since we have implemented
GMG ColorProof, the magazines have the confidence that when they send us a file, it will look the
same when we're finished with it. The proofs we produce have the same color match as the
proofs they have produced using their own GMG ColorProof systems."
External Consistency
Like most publishers, Hearst agrees with its printers to set up to one particular color standard normally SWOP - in order to ensure a good match between proof and press. With GMG
ColorProof, Hearst is consistently able to prove how accurately it can supply proofs to that
standard. Affirms Patrissi, "As long as the printer does the same, we end up with good results."
Armed with an accurate SWOP proof, Hearst's multi-plant printers can now work more efficiently
and accurately on press with a minimum of tweaking. Prior to the installation, says Patrissi,
"feedback from our printers was that although our proof-to-press accuracy was good, in certain
areas of the color gamut it could have been better." Post-installation, he confirms, "Our printers
have commented how they can achieve a closer match to our proofs, resulting in faster
makereadies. We can stand behind what we send out now because GMG ColorProof is able to
verify a closer match to any particular color target."

Out of the Box Accuracy, A Stock Question The goal of any color proofing system is to achieve a
perfect match between proof and press. In reality, however, that perfection is elusive, and users
of most systems typically expect to perform fine color adjustments to compensate for a less-thanaccurate match. With that expectation in mind, Hearst was pleasantly surprised to find that GMG
ColorProof demonstrated an ability to achieve most basic Pantone colors "straight out of the box,"
Patrissi says. "We didn't anticipate that when we brought it in. We expected to do a little tweaking,
then found we didn't have to." Hearst's move to GMG ColorProof also has enabled the company
to profile and output on different types of stocks, expanding their in-house capabilities with
newsprint, poster and photographic media.
Hearst's knowledgeable prepress team installed the GMG ColorProof software itself, and then
trained the imaging specialists to calibrate the systems. With standard profiles, users of GMG
ColorProof need run only a single printer calibration process, while the redesigned user interface
makes navigating in GMG ColorProof more intuitive, enabling users to get up to speed more
quickly. Patrissi agrees: "The interface makes it fast and convenient to administer and calibrate
our machines. Once the target is achieved, only a routine calibration is necessary."
Hearst's experience demonstrates that GMG ColorProof meets all contract proofing
requirements, including color accuracy and repeatability, even in the most demanding
environments. "Of the systems we evaluated, GMG ColorProof was one of the best solutions for
achieving a very accurate match to any target," Patrissi says. "It's customizable in the sense that
you can take SWOP or GRACoL or anything else and match to it. If you're looking for day-to-day
repeatability, GMG ColorProof is an excellent tool."
- End About Hearst Magazines: Hearst Magazines (www.hearst.com/magazines), a unit of Hearst
Corporation, is one of the world's largest publishers of monthly magazines, with nearly 200
international editions around the world, including 19 U.S. titles and 20 magazines in the United
Kingdom through its wholly owned subsidiary, the National Magazine Company Limited. Hearst
reportedly reaches more adults than any other publisher of monthly magazines.
About GMG: The software company founded in 1984 and located in Tuebingen, near Stuttgart,
Germany, has a worldwide distribution network with local presence in France, Spain, Benelux,
Nordic, the UK, Asia and the Americas. GMG has specialized in high-end color management for
the entire graphic arts industry. Today, more than 8,000 systems have been sold across the
industry spectrum from ad agencies, prepress houses and offset printers to newspapers, flexo
converters and international gravure printing plants. In fact, the GMG ColorProof system has
become the de-facto standard of Europe's extensive gravure printing industry.
About the GMG family of products: GMG ColorProof, a color management software system,
provides the most accurate way of calibrating digital inkjet proofing engines to produce digital
contract color proofs, precisely matched to the printing press. GMG DotProof(r) enables users to
generate contract quality halftone proofs, using the original bitmap data of the output RIP.
Specifically tailored to the needs of the packaging industry is GMG FlexoProof, which supports
specific flexo file formats and includes a complete Pantone(r) spot color library, along with other
functions. GMG ColorServer is a tool for automatic color conversions - CMYK-to-CMYK, RGB-toCMYK and RGB-to-RGB - for more efficient workflows. GMG InkOptimizer automatically reduces
chromatic colors, thus providing cost savings by reducing unnecessary ink usage, along with
better print stability on press. GMG ProofControl is the ideal solution for instant, color-accurate
verification of proofs. GMG Media is a range of proofing-specific papers and films for the most
popular inkjet printers. They are manufactured to high tolerances for color critical applications,
available in a range of sizes.

